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Solstice and Perihelion:

This December 22nd will be the winter solstice, meaning that the sun reaches its southern-most point in the sky.  Sunset will be far to the southwest.  It also means that will be our shortest day, starting at 6:51am and ending with sunset at 4:44pm.  There will be only 9 hours and 53 minutes of daylight.  Although this marks the first day of winter, it also means the days begin to get longer.

Perihelion occurs a little after midnight January 3rd.  This means Earth is closest to the sun, about 91.5 million miles instead of the typical 93 million miles.  The fact that perihelion occurs during our winter makes our winters short and mild. 

The Beach in General:

There were several warm and sunny days in October.  There has even been some rain.  Early November has given us cloudy and cool days.  Water temperatures have mostly been 66-64.  Often there are only dozens of people on the beach, but there have been over a hundred people on hot days.

The removal of sand by waves has only begun.  Very high tides will leave us with little dry sand and very low tides leave us with islands and pools in the surf.  Volleyball posts will soon be moved closer to the cliff, to save them from the surf. 

Calendars:

Geoff has begun working on a sunset calendar for 2008.  We are also considering a wildlife calendar.  There won't be another newsletter before release.  If you are interested, please monitor our "Merchandise" page.

Vintage Shirts:

Dave has revived a shirt design from the 70's.  The design shows a couple walking, with the text, “san diego” and “black’s beach”.  If you're interested, check our "Merchandise" page and contact Dave. 

Spring Tide:

Spring tide is a condition of very high and very low tides in the same 24 hours.  The highest tides typically occur at about 9am and 9pm.  In fall and winter the higher of the two occurs in the morning.  This leaves us with very little dry sand those days.  You may want to bring a chair, or tarp, just to keep dry and away from the cliff.   The tides a few days before and after are comparably high, but forty minutes or so later each day. 

	
	
	moon
	low
	high

	Nov
	24
	full
	-1.7
	7.7   7:54am

	Dec
	 9
	new
	-0.7
	6.4   8:00am

	Dec
	24
	full
	-1.9
	7.5   8:29am

	Jan
	 8
	new
	-1.1
	6.2   8:24am


Clothing Optional Oases:

I’m providing a list of some of the other clothing optional opportunities in and around San Diego, for the benefit of readers who don’t yet know.  Consider them a backup plan for cooler days.  There are links to all these clubs through our website, on the "Clubs" page. 

Camping Bares is a travel club that meets for potlucks, day hikes and camping.  The nudist resorts in the area include De Anza Springs and Sun Island.  A little farther away are Glen Eden and Olive Dell.  I have free passes to De Anza Springs and Sun Island for a first visit.  Contact me, if you think you're qualified.

The 9/1/2007 Incident:

I have finally received a copy of the September 1st "complaint".  The complete note says, "Please do not permit nudes on the beach."  This same person also filed a complaint August 17th, describing a pot-bellied Hispanic man exposing himself half way between Flatrock and Mussel Rocks.  There was also a complaint filed June 28th, describing lewd conduct.  It is unclear to me where this incident occurred, "walked from Black's Beach down to Torrey Pines Beach..."  It sounds like it was beyond our northern boundary.

First the September 1st letter...  It wasn't even a complaint.  It was a request to change policy.  Combined with the August 17th complaint, it could be seen as another complaint.  But, the Cahill Policy requires a new complaint before action can be taken.  It's unclear if the August complaint involved lewd conduct, and the incident wasn't even within the nude boundaries.  The June incident did involve lewd conduct. 

State rangers have a mandate to manage user conflict.  The Cahill Policy gives them guidance for how to manage nude use.  It also authorizes them to designate nude use areas.  So far they have declined to officially designate such areas.  Officially designating the nude use area, and posting signs, would manage user conflict by preventing accidental offense.

Some blame lies with us as well.  Sure, the boundaries aren't marked, but many of us know what line will get us in trouble.  If you see someone cross that line nude, say something.  It is your business.  Your inaction, your silence puts the beach at risk.  No doubt there are people who know they are crossing the line, ignoring and evading our advice.  Those people are neither nudists nor naturists.  They are exhibitionists.  There is the fundamental difference that they want to surprise and offend.  We can’t coexist with the scandal they create.
Ranger Meet:

Allen Baylis and I met with the North Sector Superintendent for the San Diego region.  We reviewed the three letters from last summer, which is far fewer than other beaches.  We discussed the difference between "illegal but tolerated" and "conditional designation".   We summarized our boundary history from 2000-present.  I compared our user conflict to other user conflicts in state parks, conflicts that are better managed.  Allen and I repeated our call for official designation and better signage.  No promises were made.  Nothing was decided beyond agreeing to review the facts and let cool heads prevail. 

The Naturist Society (TNS):

While you're sitting down for Thanksgiving dinner, don't forget to thank The Naturist Society for saving Black's Beach so many years ago.  The struggle to preserve it continues. 

TNS is a member organization formed to promote nude recreation and body acceptance.  They do this by defending clothing optional use of public land through participating groups like ours.  Without their hard work in years past, you would not be nude on this beach or any other.

We constantly need help.  TNS membership is a good start.  With TNS membership you get a subscription to their quarterly magazine, discounted admission to resorts, invitations to gatherings and festivals, discounts on Skinny Dipper merchandise and voting privileges.  Most importantly your membership adds strength in numbers to protect our choice not to wear clothes. 
BBB Membership and BBT Subscriptions:

Membership is casual, based on good behavior.  Newsletters are free, from the website or bulletin board.  Subscriptions by US mail are $10/year, and I ask $2/year for email subscriptions.  Donations are appreciated, and often funneled to trail work.
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